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A Normal Life. Chronicle of a
Sumo Wrestler
Author/Director: Jill Coulon

Producer: Quark productions

Country: France

Length: 83' & 55' - HD

Takuya is 18, with tousled hair and an athletic look. Driven by
his father and sponsors, he leaves his hometown in Hokkaido
to go to Tokyo and joins a sumo stable. There, he will share
everything with the 10 other wrestlers : day-to-day life,
training, social life and tournaments.
Coproduced by Japanese tv NHK, as part of its series Tokyo
Modern, granting an exceptional access, this documentary film
follows the first 9 months of Takuya's initiation, telling about
the dreams and disenchantments of a teenager who is
discovering the reality of the traditional world of sumo.

Awards: Mention spéciale du Jury au Flahertiana International Film Festival à
Perm 2010, Russie / Mejor Ópera Prima à MiradosDocs 2010 / PRIX
SPECIAL DU JURY au Festival du film d'Education d'Evreux
Festivals: 
- IDFA "First appareance" section, Novembre 2009
- Gdansk Festival, in Poland - Avrill 2010
- Casa Asia section at Documenta Madrid, Espagne- Mai 2010
- Visions du Réel, Nyon, Suisse (seulement au marché "Doc Outlook
International Market) - Avril 2010

Coproduction: Margot Films, Quark Productions, NHK

Coproduction TV: NHK

TV participation: Planète

Original version: Japanese

Versions available: 
German version
English version
French version

Credits: 
Author, Director: Jill Coulon, photography: Thomas Balmès, Jill  Coulon,
Byamba Sakhya, editing: Mari Ikeda, music: dDamage 
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